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The	
  recent	
  spate	
  of	
  incidents	
  involving	
  vessels	
  in	
  Antarctica	
  has	
  highlighted	
  the	
  potential	
  
for	
  chemical	
  spills	
  into	
  the	
  Antarctic	
  environment.	
  An	
  increasing	
  number	
  of	
  tourist	
  vessels,	
  
often	
  without	
  ice-­‐strengthened	
  hulls	
  built	
  for	
  use	
  in	
  other	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  are	
  
penetrating	
  farther	
  and	
  longer	
  into	
  Antarctic	
  waters,	
  and	
  whose	
  focus	
  for	
  destination	
  are	
  
wildlife	
  concentrations.	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  recipe	
  for	
  a	
  catastrophic	
  spill	
  event	
  with	
  high	
  numbers	
  of	
  
oiled	
  wildlife	
  in	
  a	
  remote	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  where	
  there	
  are	
  major	
  logistical	
  constraints	
  on	
  
the	
  provision	
  of	
  equipment	
  and	
  personnel	
  to	
  respond.	
  Here	
  we	
  review	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  events	
  
that	
  led	
  or	
  could	
  lead	
  to	
  discharges,	
  the	
  current	
  legislation	
  and	
  contingency	
  plans	
  in	
  place	
  
by	
  Antarctic	
  Treaty	
  signatories’,	
  debating	
  preparedness	
  and	
  expertise	
  for	
  oiled	
  wildlife	
  
response.	
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